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2019/20 will see our fifth cohort of Senior Cycle students beginning 
their two year programme of study for the Leaving Cert. Our current 
Transition Year students will be joined by some of our current third 
years in fifth year.  
 
5th Year Subject Choices 
 
For TY and third year students progressing to fifth year, subject choices 
are very important over the coming weeks. All third years will have an 
opportunity to take a Careers Interest Test which will give an indication 
of what careers options they may wish to pursue. Many may be 
undecided or unclear as to their ultimate goals in terms of careers and 
third level education. Choices made now will not necessarily steer a 
student along one particular career path, but in some instances, choices 
made now may limit options after the Leaving Cert. For example, 
students should be mindful of the implications of not choosing to take a 
third language. Students who have not already done so should take 
some time to research these matters now and seek the advice of the 
Career Guidance teacher and other staff members as appropriate. You 
will find enclosed some basic guidance in this regard and brief 
descriptions of each subject at Senior Cycle. We plan to hold an 
Information Evening on Senior Options for parents on Wed Feb 27th.  
 
Vsware and entering subject preferences 
 
This year we are asking the parents of all TY and third year students 
(who are progressing directly to 5th year) to enter their subject 
preferences directly into our online database (Vsware) by close of 
business Fri Mar 29th. The process is a very straightforward one and will 
speed up the task of finalising optional subjects considerably. Log-in 
details for accessing Vsware will be circulated by text message and a 
short video explaining how to enter subject preferences can be viewed 
at https://fast.wistia.net/embed/iframe/kr62eqh02z  
 
A subject choice form is enclosed, it may be helpful for you to go 
through it before entering choices onto the system. Your choices on the 
system can be changed right up to March 29th. Of course, if you prefer, 
you can return the form directly to the school in which case the closing 
date for its return will also be Fri Mar 29th. 
 
 
Creagh College’s Fifth Year Timetable 
 
Creagh College constructs its fifth year timetable based on the 
preferences of the students. For this reason, no particular subjects are 
as of yet ‘up against’ one another on the timetable, rather the timetable 
will be constructed to maximise the number of students being allocated 

https://fast.wistia.net/embed/iframe/kr62eqh02z
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their top preferences.  It is very important that students give careful 
consideration to their order of preference:  
 

Example: Mary’s first choice is DCG. Her second choice is Physics. 
Having analysed all of the students’ preferences the software 
determines that a timetable constructed with DCG and Physics 
scheduled at the same time best meets the level of subject demand. 
Mary will be assigned to DCG (because it is her first choice). She 
cannot also do Physics because it clashes with DCG. If Mary 
subsequently decides that she would prefer to do Physics, then she 
will only be able to change if there is room left in the Physics class.  

 
There are 24 subjects being offered to next year’s fifth years. While we 
are hopeful that all of them will have sufficient demand to proceed, that 
may not be the case. Therefore, we cannot guarantee that every 
student will be allocated their top choices, but we are very confident 
that the majority of students will gain their preferred subjects. If 
students do not gain a place in their top four optional subjects, we are 
confident that they will not be placed in subjects well outside their top 
four. For the reasons outlined above it is extremely important that 
students give us their top ten preferences in order of preference: 
failure to do so is likely to result in a student being randomly assigned 
to any subject where there is availability. 
 
Note for students with an Irish exemption 
 
Students who have an Irish exemption will be allocated five rather than 
four optional subjects. The extra subject will be determined by the 
preferences expressed in the attached form, i.e. that subject most 
commonly placed in the top five by students exempt from the study of 
Irish will be compulsory for students with an Irish exemption. 
 

Parents Information Evening 
 
To help with making these decisions we plan to hold an information 
evening for parents of third year and TY students on Feb 27th at 6pm.  
 
LCAP 
 
The Leaving Cert Applied Programme was offered to Creagh College 
students for the first time in 2016. Since its introduction the programme 
has been a great success with many students benefiting from the broad 
range of teaching methodologies used to deliver this course. LCAP is a 
self-contained two year programme designed to equip students with 
practical skills that will benefit them in life after school. The students 
who partake in this programme will experience practical-based work, 
active learning experiences and a student centred approach to learning. 
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This programme is characterised by the use of a broad range of teaching 
styles that develop the students’ abilities to locate relevant information, 
use their initiative, take personal responsibility, develop self-confidence, 
and work as part of a team.  
 
This programme is a practical based leaving cert where modules are 
selected based on the students’ interests. Continual assessment is an 
integral part of the LCA programme with modules being assessed 
through key assignments and tasks during the two years. The terminal 
end of year written exams are worth 34% of the overall grade. This 
rewards students for continual hard work during the two years and 
lessens the stress and pressure involved in regular terminal 
examinations. Any students that wish to apply for this programme 
should contact Mr. O’Loughlin (LCA Co-ordinator) for further 
information and an application form. All students that apply will be 
interviewed for a place on this programme.  
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Senior Cycle Subject Choices 
 

In Creagh College you will study seven subjects for the Leaving Cert.  
Three of these subjects are compulsory: English, Maths and Irish. You 
will choose four optional subjects.   
 

Reasons for choosing a subject for the 
Leaving Cert 

 
Interest and Ability:  You should choose subjects that you are good at 
and that you like. The Leaving Cert is hard work and is even harder if 
you are studying a subject you do not like or that you struggle with. If 
you are interested in and enjoy a subject it is much easier to work at it 
and make progress. 

 
College/Career Requirements:  You should choose subjects that are 
required for entry into college courses you are interested in applying 
for. For example, if you wish to pursue a course in any Engineering, 
Medical (including Nursing) or Science field of study, at least one 
Laboratory Science is required. NB: We are happy to provide guidance 
and assistance with this, but ultimately it is your responsibility to check 
the subject requirements for your preferred course(s) before submitting 
your preferences. 
 
Third Language: Colleges of the National University of Ireland (includes 
UCD, UCC, NUI Galway, NUI Maynooth and the Royal College of 
Surgeons among others) require a pass in a third language for most of 
their courses. NUI have, however, dropped their third language 
requirement for most Engineering and Science programmes. A third 
language is also a requirement for SOME courses in other colleges, and 
for cadetships in the Defence Forces. A third language is NOT generally 
required for TCD, UL or DCU unless it is a specific course requirement. 
For students who are as yet unsure of their preferred college path, 
consideration should be given to continuing their study of 
French/Spanish, as dropping a European language can reduce options 
after Leaving Cert. 
 
Friends/teachers: DO NOT choose your subjects based on what your 
friends choose (they may not be in the same class anyway). DO NOT 
choose your subjects based on who is teaching the subject, they may 
not be teaching the subject to your class anyway.  
 
Key Points: When you are considering which subjects to take, 
remember that dropping Science subjects and/or French/Spanish 
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completely will have implications on the options open to you later.  
Researching the subjects that are required for certain courses and 
careers is your responsibility.  Talk to relevant subject teachers, people 
you know who work in the area of interest, to the Guidance Counsellor, 
and investigate the individual colleges’ websites.  
 
 
 
The above information is correct as of February 2019 but is subject to 
change. 
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New Subjects  
  

Computer Science and Leaving Cert PE are new subjects introduced for 
the first time by the Department of Education in 2018. Creagh College is 
in the privileged position to have been chosen as one of a very small 
number of schools to introduce these subjects in their first year. 
 
In addition, in 2018 we were chosen as part of the phase two roll-out of 
Politics and Society. 
 
These new subjects provide excellent opportunities for our students to 
pursue a modern 21st century senior cycle curriculum and we are 
hopeful of high demand for these subjects across our student body. 

 

Computer Science 
 

Computer Science is a new Leaving Cert subject which aims to foster 
creativity and problem solving and develop in students an appreciation 
of the diverse role of computing technology in society and the 
environment in which they live. Among the objectives is to teach 
students how to read, write, test and modify computer programs and 
how computers work. Students will develop an appreciation of the 
ethical and social implications of computing technology and how to 
evaluate the accuracy and bias of online information sources. 
 
Over the two years of the new Senior Cycle programme, students will 
put computer science to practice. In a series of five projects, each six-
weeks in duration, students will work in groups to produce 
computational artefacts that are personally relevant to them, their 
community or society. These will include programs, digital animations, 
robotic systems and apps. 
 
Why Computer Science: 
The accelerated expansion of computing technologies and artificial 
intelligence into all our lives means students need to understand the 
principles of computer science now, more than at any other time. 
Students studying this subject will gain both thinking and practical skills 
that are valuable well beyond the computer science classroom and into 
any future career. 
 
What is Computer Science: 

• The study of algorithms and programming, and the impact of 
computers on society.  
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• It has its roots in design, engineering, maths, psychology and human 
creativity.  

• Computer Science seeks creative ways to solve problems and 
evaluate solutions.  

• It is about finding automated solutions to almost any problem you 
can imagine. 

 
Requirements: 
It is vital that students who choose this subject have a genuine interest 
in computing and not just playing computer games. A strong interest in 
problem solving is required and an aptitude for Maths will be a big plus. 
Good grades in Maths, English and Science at Junior Cycle Higher Level 
are a good indicator of suitability for Computer Science.  
 
 
Assessment: 
Computer Science will be assessed through both project work and a 
final exam. The final exam will account for 70% while the project will 
account for 30%. The language of assessment will be Python or 
Javascript. 
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LCPE (Leaving Cert Physical Education) 

 
The leaving cert PE programme has been designed to appeal to learners 
who have an interest in and a commitment to participation and 
performance in physical activity. The aim of LCPE is to develop student’s 
capacity to become informed, skilled and reflective performers in 
physical education during the course and in their future life. Students 
will learn about the importance of physical activity as part of fulfilling a 
healthy lifestyle. Although performance is an integral part of LCPE 
students are encouraged to undertake leadership and coaching roles. 
 

 

Strand 1:  

Towards optimum performance 

 

 

Strand 2: 

Contemporary issues in physical 

activity 

1. Learning and improving skill 
and technique 

5. Promoting physical activity 

2. Physical and psychological 
demands of performance 

6. Ethics and fair play  

3. Structures, strategies, roles 
and conventions 

 In addition, two of the following 
topics will be prescribed each 
year: 

4. Planning for optimum 
performance 

 • Technology, media and 
sport 

   • Gender and physical activity 

   • Business and enterprise in 
physical activity and sport 

   • Physical activity and 
inclusion 
 

 
 
Students being physically active is central to teaching and learning in 
Leaving Certificate Physical Education. To enable this to happen, 
students learn about the different theoretical perspectives through 
their participation in three different physical activities. These activities 
are selected from six distinct physical activity areas which reflect the 
activities more commonly included in school physical education 
programmes currently. Students must then choose one of the three 
selected activities for their performance assessment.  
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Assessment: 
LCPE will assessed under three components.  
 
Assessment Component. Weighting 
Physical activity project 20% 
Performance assessment 30% 
Written examination 50% 
 
 
 

Politics and Society 
 
The National Rifle Association paid 30 million dollars 
to the Trump presidential campaign. Now “Trump 
suggests arming school teachers as a solution to 
school safety.” 
 
If this issue sparks passion in you, and you are a “thinker” who enjoys 
History or Geography, English or Economics; this is a subject you will 
probably thrive in.  Politics and Society is a social science involving the 
study of power and society. Discussion and debate are key elements 
where students, as critical thinkers, develop their own theories and 
viewpoints, supported by the following; 
 
 
 
• Exploring social thinkers such as Aristotle and Karl Marx; how they 
played their part in shaping our world, in terms of human rights, social 
justice, sustainable development, democracy and decision making. 
• Gaining Knowledge about political systems, government bodies, 
multi-nationals and charitable organisations, and their effect on our 
world. 
• Research skills  
• Reading: Course texts, newspapers/digital media; watching and 
listening to media debates  
• Writing: Essays, reports, journaling, digital & social media 
• Other skills the student will develop an understanding of (and 
possibly use in projects) include marketing, public relations, digital 
media, public speaking, journalism etc 
 
At the end of this course, students will have developed a good 
understanding of different viewpoints in media discussions. Students 
will have therefore developed a very powerful life skill of understanding 
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different perspectives, and putting their own viewpoints forward, 
respectfully, clearly and persuasively.   
 
Assessment:  
1) Written Examination 80%   
2) Project 20% 
  
Careers include: Law, journalism, broadcasting/media, politics, health, 
social care, community development, global development, public 
relations, research, human resources management, travel/tourism, arts, 
NGO work, teaching/lecturing. 

 

 
Applied Maths 

 
Unlike most other subjects there is no Applied Maths option for Junior 
Cert so for the student it is quite difficult to know just what the subject 
is like at Leaving Cert level. 
 
It is a fascinating subject which deals with solving real-life problems 
using mathematical models. In particular since it is a problem-solving 
subject Project Maths will benefit from Applied Maths. The emphasis is 
on using different mathematical models to solve everyday problems. 
 
Applied Maths will instil skills which will last a lifetime; how to analyse a 
problem, how to represent the problem mathematically, how to solve 
the maths, and then how to interpret your answer so that it makes 
sense when applied to real life situations. 
 
Why study Applied Maths? 
  
• If you like (and are good at) Maths 
• If you are thinking about studying Engineering in college 
• It complements the Maths Course and enables students to obtain 
the bonus points. 
• Looks good on your CV 
 
Do I need to be good at Maths to study Applied Maths? 
 
In short yes. Applied Maths is best suited to students who study both 
Leaving Cert Higher Level Maths and Leaving Cert Higher Level Physics. 
Although it is examined at Ordinary Level few students take this exam. 
However, in recent times due to certain changes in the maths syllabus it 
may be possible for students to do reasonably well in this subject even 
if they do not take physics. It is also worth noting that most aspects of 
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the physics course do not feature in the applied maths syllabus, the only 
common feature is in the mechanics element of both courses. 
 
Reasons you should consider doing applied maths 
 
• Many students study Applied Maths for the benefit of their future 
maths results. These are students who are chasing the bonus 25 points 
in honours Maths and who will find maths easier as a result of studying 
Applied Maths. 
• Apart from being a terrific subject about of 3 in every 10 students 
will achieve an A1. 
• Some universities (like UCC) are accepting a C1 in either Maths OR 
Applied Maths. 
• Many students study Applied Maths to improve their problem-
solving skills and so produce better HPAT results to ensure they get into 
medicine. 
• The single greatest obstacle for engineering students is passing 
Applied Maths in college - not a problem for those who studied it in 
school. 
• Applied Maths may be used as a science subject to gain entry into 
courses, but it is highly recommended that you check with the course 
provider for clarification as this varies greatly. 

 

Technology   
 

 
Leaving Certificate Technology is a unique to any other technical subject 
offered in the Leaving Certificate. It is a subject that offers the 
traditional craft skills that are seen in Engineering and Construction 
Studies, however it also focuses on the design aspect of Technology. It 
gives the  
students the ability and power to solve problems by creating their own 
well thought out designs and they are then given the opportunity to 
manufacture that design in the classroom and labs out of a range of 
materials such as woods, metals, plastics; or basically any material we 
can get our hands on that will do the job correctly.   
 
Leaving Certificate Technology in no more an undertaking that any 
other Leaving Certificate subject. In fact, you might actually find it easier 
due to the new fun ways in how it is being taught in the classrooms. By 
using activities to learn, showing you how systems work rather than 
looking at looking at pictures in a text book, an active learning 
environment is created.  
 
In total, students will have the same hours as any other Leaving 
Certificate subject a week generally five classes a week; usually two 
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double classes and one single or one double class and three singles 
depending on the schools timetabling system. At home the students will 
be asked to put in the same hours of study that they already do for any 
of the rest of their subjects. The only time they might be asked to put in 
a little extra work at home is when they are working on their projects, 
but this will be well worth it in the long run. The project is worth 50% of 
the students' total grade, so before you even go in to sit the exam you 
will have half of the work done already, making it easier on exam day.  
 
The uptake for Leaving Certificate Technology is rising every year and 
with that the results are rising also. Every year over 80% of the students 
that do Leaving Certificate Technology do higher level and out of all of 
the students that do Leaving Certificate Technology 60% of them 
receive a C grade or above. This shows us that the success rate for 
Leaving Cert Technology is very high among the students.   

 
 

French 
 
French is spoken by in excess of 250 million people and on all 
continents. It is an optional subject at Leaving Certificate in Creagh 
College. The general aim of Leaving Certificate French is to build on the 
communicative proficiency, language and cultural awareness attained at 
Junior Cert. 
 
The course is divided up into three parts: the aural, oral and written. All 
three are examined. At higher level the oral counts for 25%, the aural 
for 20% and the written for 55%. At ordinary level the oral counts for 
20%, the aural for 25% and the written for 55%. The oral exam takes 
place in March/April and the written/aural exams take place on the 
same day in June. 
 
Strong emphasis is placed on communicative skills and classes are 
conducted with a keen emphasis on the use of the target language in 
the classroom. The focus is on all four language skills: speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. The French department accommodates 
all learning styles by using a variety of methodologies in teaching. 
 
I should study French if… 
 

• I am interested in travel and/or working abroad. 

• I need it for my desired university courses. 

• I enjoyed learning the language in Junior Cycle/Transition Year. 

• I would like an international dimension to my subject choices 
which may help me for future employment. 
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Spanish 
 
Why study Spanish? 
 
Spanish is the world's 3rd most spoken language, after Chinese and 
English, and ranks 2nd in terms of native speakers. Over 400 million 
people in 21 countries across five continents speak Spanish as their first 
language and many more speak it as a second language.  Spanish is the 
second most used language in international communication, and an 
official language of the UN and its organisations.  This diversity, both in 
human and geographical terms, offers students of Spanish a wealth of 
opportunities for their future.  
 
I should choose this subject if… 
 
• I would like to be able to share my interests, ideas and opinions with 

other people who speak Spanish. 
• I would like to learn skills which are useful in a wide range of careers, 

such as the ability to communicate clearly in Spanish, being 
confident about speaking in public, using problem-solving strategies. 

• I would like to learn about the countries where Spanish is spoken. 
• I would like to add an international dimension to my choice of 

subjects, which is something many employers and higher education 
providers look for. 

• I would like to create opportunities to work abroad. Many employers 
look for people who speak a foreign language. 

 
The course is divided up into three parts: the aural, oral and written. All 
three are examined. At higher level the oral counts for 25%, the aural 
for 20% and the written for 55%. At ordinary level the oral counts for 
20%, the aural for 25% and the written for 55%. The oral exam takes 
place in March/April and the written/aural exams take place on the 
same day in June. 
 

 
Agricultural Science 

 
Agricultural Science or "Ag Science" is the science of farming and is 
becoming more and more popular as agriculture is one of the few 
growth areas in Ireland today. It is recognised as a laboratory science 
subject for almost all 3rd level courses including nursing. 
 
It can be a good study to subject with Biology and/or Geography due to 
the overlap in course content. Some experience of farming would be 
desirable.  
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The Programme covers the following topics: 
• The rearing of animals 
• The growing of crops 
• Soil types 
• Genetics 
• Ecology 
• Animal and plant science 
 
Careers Possibilities 
 
Careers in this area include: Green-keeping, Horticulture, Food Science, 
Agricultural Advisers, Sports Turf Management, Environmental Science, 
Forestry, Farming, Marine Science, Careers in Renewable Energy, and 
Teaching. 
 
Subject Content 
 
The course consists of the study of a variety of aspects of agriculture 
under the following headings: 
 
• Soils 
• The general structure and function of plants 
• Farm crops - cereal and roots 
• Farm crops - grassland 
• Trees and shelter 
• Structure and function of the animal body 
• The cow, the sheep, horse, and pig 
• Farm buildings  
• Farm-house environment (for school assessment only) 
 
Exam Structure 
 
The examination in Agricultural Science consists of (a) a terminal 
examination paper (75%) and (b) an assessment of the work of the 
candidate during the course (25%). 

 
Biology 

 
Biology is the study of life. Through the study of Biology students 
employ the processes of science to explore the diversity of life and the 
inter-relationships between organisms and their environment. They 
become aware of the use of living organisms and their products to 
enhance human health and the environment. 
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The syllabus consists of approximately 70% biological knowledge, 
understanding and skills; the remaining 30% deals with the 
technological, political, social and economic aspects of Biology. 
 
The course covers a wide range of topics, including cell structure and 
diversity, metabolism, genetics, human and flowering plant anatomy, 
and physiology. The general principles of ecology are studied, and one 
particular ecosystem is examined in detail. An ecology field trip is 
arranged in 5th Year. Particular emphasis is placed on the practical 
aspects of Biology, and there are a number of mandatory activities that 
each student must carry out for themselves. 
 
Students who enjoyed Science in the Junior Certificate might wish to 
consider studying Biology at Senior Cycle. The course is a continuation 
of what was studied at Junior Cycle but in more detail. The syllabus 
requires a lot of memory work. 
 
Career Possibilities 
 
The types of courses and careers where the study of Biology at second 
level might be helpful would include the following: Medicine, 
Veterinary, Dentistry, Nursing and associated careers; Agriculture, 
Applied Biology, Biochemistry, Biotechnology, Botany, Ecology, Earth 
Science and Environmental Science, Genetics, Marine Science and 
Aquaculture, Microbiology and Zoology, Psychologist, Astronomer, 
Teacher and Researcher. 
 
Subject Requirements for 3rd Level   
 
It is counted as a science subject in any course which has a science 
subject as a requirement. 
 
This subject is a requirement for entry into a number of third level 
courses. Examples include: Genetics in UCC and, Human Health and 
Disease in TCD 

 
Chemistry 

 
Chemistry is the study of the composition, structure, and change of 
matter. In other words Chemistry deals with chemicals and their 
reactions. Much of our modern world would not be possible without 
chemistry, from lifesaving medicines, to cosmetics, to fuels of the 
future. It is of particular interest to those wishing to study physics, 
engineering, medical, and paramedical courses (e.g. Radiotherapy, 
Nursing, Pharmacy etc.). All of these courses will have significant 
chemistry content and it is highly recommended that students wishing 
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to pursue them take Leaving Cert Chemistry. Chemistry is a practical 
subject and comes with a number of mandatory experiments and is 
therefore very suited to students who enjoy doing experiments/hands 
on activity.  
 
Useful for: Agricultural Scientist, Astronomer, Biochemist, Dentist, 
Engineer, Lab Technician, Medical Doctor, Nurse, Physicist, Pharmacist, 
Radiographer, Vet. 
 
Essential for:  
• Human Nutrition and Biomedical Science DIT 
• Dentistry UCC and Medicine UCC (plus either Physics or Biology) 
• Veterinary Science UCD 
• Pharmacy TCD, UCC 
• Medicine 
 
Requirements: Students would be expected to have achieved good 
grades in both Science and Mathematics.  
 
Course content includes: 
• History of famous scientists and discoveries in Chemistry 
• High detail on Periodic Table and Atom 
• Lots of detailed but interesting and accurate chemical analysis 
• Organic Chemistry – will learn about chemicals in everyday life e.g. 
drugs, plastics, fuels 
• Water Analysis 
 
Ordinary Level covers most of the areas that are covered for Higher 
Level but is simpler and contains fewer calculations. 
 

 
Physics 

 
Physics is the study of matter, energy, and the interaction between 
them. In other words physics deals with the laws of natural phenomena, 
and includes mechanics, heat, light, optics, sound, electricity, 
magnetism, and nuclear/particle physics. It underpins modern 
technology and is of particular interest to those wishing to study 
Chemistry, Mathematics, and Engineering. All of these courses will have 
a significant Physics content and it is highly recommended that students 
wishing to pursue them take Leaving Certificate Physics. Physics is also 
featured in medical and paramedical courses e.g. Radiotherapy, 
Nursing. It is an essential requirement for certain courses and highly 
recommended for trades such as an electrician or mechanic. Physics is a 
practical subject and comes with a number of mandatory experiments 
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and is therefore suited to students who enjoy doing experiments/hands 
on activity. 

 
Useful for: Architect, Astronomer, Biophysicist, Chemist, Computer 
Scientist, Dentist, Engineer (especially electrical/electronic, aerospace, 
and mechanical), Mathematician, Meteorologist, Medical Doctor, Naval 
Officer, and Pilot. 
 
Essential for: Theoretical Physics TCD and Electrical Engineering UCC. 
 
Requirements: Students would be expected to have received good 
grades in both Science and Mathematics. It is not necessary to study 
Leaving Cert Higher Level Mathematics in order to do well at Leaving 
Cert Higher Level Physics as the Leaving Cert Ordinary Level course has 
sufficient Mathematics for a student to cope. 
 
Transferrable skills: Physics is well known for its transferrable skills 
(problem solving and numeracy) and employers recognise the overall 
value of studying Physics. 
 
Topics covered include:  
• Light/Sound 
• Mechanics 
• Temperature/Heat 
• Electricity 
• Magnetism  
• Radioactivity 
• Particle Physics or Applied Electricity for Honours candidates 
• 24 Mandatory Experiments to complete. 
 
Ordinary Level covers most of the areas that are covered for Higher 
Level but is simpler and contains less calculations and equations. 
 

 
Accounting 

 
• To contribute to a balanced and appropriate general education, 
leading to the personal and social development of each student 
together with a fostering of the concept of accountability 
• To create awareness of the business environment and to provide 
each student with the knowledge, understanding and skills leading to a 
personal competence and responsible participation in this changing and 
challenging environment. 
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• To encourage the development of self-reliance, mental organisation 
and agility, clear and logical thinking, planning habits, methods of 
investigation and processes whereby accuracy can be ensured 
• To enhance numeracy skills and promote awareness of the use of 
figures computations and statistics in the world of business and 
enterprise 
• To expose students to aspects of business and enterprise with a view 
to career and working life, additional studies in accounting or as a basis 
for further education. 
 
Third Level Entry Requirements 
 
Although not required for studying accountancy at third level, it is highly 
recommended if this is the sector you wish to pursue. 
 
This subject is a requirement for entry into a number of third level 
courses.  
 
Subject Content 
 
Accounting is a business option within the Leaving Certificate 
programme. It covers aspects of business and social life which are not 
dealt with in any other subject in that programme. It is concerned with 
the preparation, recording, extraction, presentation and analysis of 
financial information for the purpose of making economic decisions. The 
course also involves a Management Accounting section where the 
student will learn how to analyse business costs and how to prepare 
budgets. 
 
Topics covered include: 
 
Financial Statements Preparation, Farm Accounts, Club Accounts, 
Company Accounts, Manufacturing Accounts, Financial Statements 
Analysis and Interpretation, Budgeting, Break-even Analysis, Cost 
Classification, Accounting Theory and Principles 
 
Comments 
• The course is numerically based but theory and procedures must be 
learned also. While the student needs to be comfortable with numbers, 
they do not need to be at higher maths level. 
• While the Junior Certificate Business Studies Course provides a 
foundation for this course, it is not essential and it is possible to take it 
up at senior cycle. 
• This course offers a hard working student the real possibility of high 
grades because of the unambiguous nature of the questions. 
• An organised student with a good sense of order will be particularly 
suited to this course. 
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Business 
 

• This is a practical and vocationally-oriented course that introduces 
students to the world of Business in a straightforward and logical way. It 
aims to create an awareness of the importance of Business activity and 
to develop a positive and ethical attitude towards it. The importance of 
people in Business is highlighted. 
• The course sets out to illustrate the process of setting up a business 
and developing a new product or service. It emphasises the importance 
of good management and deals with skills and activities necessary for 
good management practice. It also deals with the impact of technology, 
foreign trade, global firms and competition and with business structures 
and the national economy. 
• Business requires students to stay alert and aware of the current 
related business media (newspapers, TV, radio). The course is theory-
based and therefore requires a lot of study. 
 
Subject Content 
• This subject is concerned with understanding the environment in 
which business operates in Ireland and in the wider world.  It also 
involves equipping the students with a positive view of enterprise and 
its applications in the business environment, in both the public and 
private sectors.  
• There are 7 core units covering the following topics: Introduction to 
people in business; Enterprise; Managing 1 & 2; Business in action; 
Domestic Environment and International Environment.  
• There is a common syllabus covering Higher and Ordinary level, 
which will fulfil the aims and objectives of the course.  
• A flexibility of design that caters for present day Irish business 
education and yet is capable of adaptation to future developments in a 
structured and efficient way.  
• It assists students to develop their education for adult and working 
life including the creation of positive attitudes towards self-
employment.  
• From time to time there may be field trips or guest speakers where 
the course allows.  These are not a compulsory part of the course.  
 
Comments 
 
• The subject is suited to students who are willing to work hard and 
caters for all abilities.  
• It is not necessary for students to have studied Junior Certificate 
Business Studies, but this would be a help. 
• The course content is factual and requires a lot of learning, 
containing only a few mathematical elements. 
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• Ideally, students would have an interest in business and current 
affairs and would have an up to date knowledge of the economic 
environment. 
• An organized and consistent attitude to homework and study is 
essential in this subject. 
 

 
Economics 

 
A new course for Leaving Certificate Economics will be implemented 
from September 2019. It is intended that Leaving Certificate Economics 
will be relevant to the lives of students today and in the future and 
inspire in them an interest in and curiosity about economic issues. It 
should enable them as citizens to appreciate the economic issues that 
affect their lives, to offer an informed viewpoint and set the foundation 
for future life, work and study. 
 
Young people are growing up in a dynamic economy which is constantly 
changing at local, national and global levels. 
 
Students need to be equipped with the skills, knowledge, understanding 
and values to negotiate these rapid changes in order for them to 
participate fully and effectively in society. Economics is a subject that 
will give you a different perspective on how you view the world 
 
Economics is about choice and the impact of choices on people and the 
environment. It relates to every aspect of our lives, from the decisions 
made as individuals or families to the structures created by 
governments and firms. Economics is the study of factors that influence 
income, wealth and wellbeing. Resources are limited and people cannot 
have all the goods and services they want. 
 
The Leaving Cert Programme is divided into two sections – Micro and 
Macro Economics. 
 
Micro Economics deals with the economy on a small scale. It studies the 
producer and how they decide what to produce, what price to charge 
and what quantity to supply. It studies consumer behaviour and the 
factors that affect the demand for goods and services. It deals with the 
factors of production of land, labour, capital and enterprise. 
 
Macro Economics deals with the economic issues at a national and 
international level. It looks at money and banking, the role of the 
government, inflation, international trade, etc. 
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Assessment components 
 
There are two assessment components at each level:  
1) Written examination (80%)  
2) Research study (20%). 
 
Research Study 
 
The research study will be based on a brief issued annually by the State 
Examinations Commission (SEC). A common brief will be issued for 
Ordinary level and Higher level.  
The brief will outline a number of topics from which students will 
choose one for their research study. The research study will be 
completed in sixth year. 
 
Career Opportunities 
 
Economics can lead to many exciting and rewarding careers, from being 
a policy developer, financial advisor, analyst or journalist, to being 
employed by the government, industry, financial institutions, statutory 
and voluntary organisations, and working in sectors such as IT and 
education. 
 
 

Art 
 

Leaving Certificate Art is made up of four units and is based on the 
everyday visual experience of the student's own environment. At senior 
cycle the emphasis is on the students developing and expanding on 
skills to develop their own style, their preferred medium and method of 
working.  
 
What will I be learning? 
 
1. Imaginative Composition or Still Life: (25%) 
An Imaginative Composition is inspired by imagery evoked through a 
given theme. A Still Life is an observation of a group of objects set up or 
created by the student. 
 
2. Design or Craftwork: (25%) 
Design: Students produce a Final Design Proposal for a given craft. 
Craft: Students produce a Finished Craftwork for a given craft. 
 
3. Life-Drawing: (12.5%) 
Students draw two poses of the complete figure or the head & 
shoulders/half figure  
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4. Art History & Appreciation: (37.5%) 
• Irish Art  
• European Art  
• Appreciation of Art and Design  
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Practical Exams: May 
Written Examination: June  
 

 
Do I need to have studied Art, Craft & Design at Junior Cycle? 
 
It is highly recommended that Junior Cert Art, Craft & Design has been 
completed as many of the essential skills and techniques have been 
developed over these three years. 
 
 
What are the career options? 
 
Graphic Design, Photography, Animation, Computer Game Design, 
Photojournalism, Ceramics, Jewellery Design, Fine Art, Industrial Design, 
Fashion Design, Costume Design, Set Design, Textile Artist, Theatre 
Studies, Architect, Cinematographer, Software Engineer, Teacher, 
Technical Drafting, Advertising Design, Community Art, Sculpture, 
Printmaking, Sign Writing. 

 
Music 

 
This subject involves developing creativity and appreciation of the work 
of others. This involves learning the methods and techniques of the 
subject and producing your own work using these skills. 
The Leaving Certificate Music syllabus provides continuity and 
progression from Junior Certificate Music.  
 
In providing the musical knowledge, understanding, practical 
competencies and attitudes appropriate to their age, abilities and 
interests, the syllabus caters for the varying needs of all students 
including those who wish to pursue further studies in music. 
 
Music is in its own right, a way of “knowing” and a form of knowledge. It 
also encourages the cognitive processes used in other subject areas. It is 
an immensely useful subject. The syllabus continues to emphasise the 
integration of the three activity areas introduced at Junior Certificate 
level i.e. Performing, Listening and Composing. 
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The syllabus structure has been adopted to provide a fully balanced 
musical experience central to which is the development of musicality. 
Studying music at Leaving Cert. provides a vital basis for further 
education in the area. 
 
Career Possibilities  
Music is useful for media work or studies, primary teaching, sound 
engineering, public relations, library work, communications, production, 
performance and music at third level. 
 
Note: Students are required to be able to read music to study this 
subject. Limited knowledge of music theory or history is not a significant 
problem. A working knowledge of a musical instrument (piano, guitar, 
voice etc.) is essential.  
 
Subject Content 
 
The course consists of three main components: 
  
(1) Composing   
(2) Listening    
(3) Performance   
 
At Ordinary level, each student’s best area will automatically be 
allocated 50 per cent of their total mark: 
Performing 50% Composing 25% Listening 25% 
 
or... 
 
Performing 25% Composing 50% Listening 25% 
 
or... 
Performing 25% Composing 25% Listening 50% 
 
At Higher level, students will undertake additional studies in one of the 
three activities, e.g.: 
Performing 25%, Composing 25%, Listening 25%, + One Higher level 
elective 25%. 
 
This allows Ordinary level and Higher level students to gain up to 50 per 
cent of the total marks in the musical activity that best suits their talent. 
 
Exam Structure 
 
Listening Paper: (June) 
90 minutes duration 
Four set works, Irish music and general listening skills. 
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Composition Paper: (June) 
90 minutes duration                       
Melody writing and harmony 
 
Performance: (March/April) 
Candidates may perform as a soloist or as part of a group, or both. 
 
Comment 
 
Students need not have studied music at Junior Level; however, they 
should have attained a competency in practical music, i.e. play an 
instrument or sing to an appropriate standard. 
 
Because of the practical nature of this subject, students and/or parents 
should discuss this with the senior level music teacher before choosing 
it as a Leaving Certificate subject. 
 
 

Home Economics 
 

Leaving Certificate Home Economics provides students with knowledge, 
understanding, skills and attitudes necessary for managing their own 
lives, for further and higher education, and work. The learning 
experiences in Home Economics develop flexibility and adaptability in 
students, and prepare them for a consumer-oriented society. 
 
What will I be learning? 
 
Course Structure 
 
The core is divided into three areas which all students will study: 
 
• Food Studies (45%) 
• Resource Management and Consumer Studies (25%) 
• Social Studies (10%). 
 
 
And one elective area (20%) to be chosen from: 
 
• Home design and management 
• Textiles, fashion and design 
• Social studies. 
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As a school, we will choose either Home Design and Management or 
Social Studies. Please note that there isn't any sewing in LC HEc. 
 
How will I be assessed in Leaving Certificate Home Economics? 
 
• Written terminal examination 80% 
• Food studies practical coursework journal 20%. 
 
This syllabus is assessed at Higher and Ordinary levels. 
 
Please note that there aren't any practical cookery examinations in 
Leaving Certificate Home Economics and that the number of practical 
cookery classes undertaken over two years is approximately 10 double 
classes. 
 
Do I need to have studied Home Economics in junior cycle? 
 
It is highly preferable for a student to have studied Junior Certificate 
Home Economics as much of the theory learned in junior cycle will be 
developed upon in senior cycle. 
 
What careers would Home Economics be useful for? 
These could include careers in food, science, design, social studies, 
management and tourism. The value of Home Economics for you as a 
young adult preparing to live independently cannot be understated. 
 
 

Construction Studies 
 
Leaving Certificate Construction Studies provides students with an 
introduction to the knowledge and skills involved in the construction of 
a house, construction materials and processes. As part of the two year 
course, students will develop their ability to graphically communicate 
ideas and information, and will be encouraged to accurately observe 
and investigate different construction materials and the methods used 
to process them.  
 
Construction Studies is examined at Higher and Ordinary Level, both of 
which involve a written examination (50%), a practical project test 
(25%) and a design and manufacturing task or project (25%), with 
associated experiments.  
 
All areas of building a house will be studied during the two-year course, 
from the basics of choosing a site to the finished building and all levels 
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in between. Building heritage is studied to give students an awareness 
and appreciation of heritage sites both locally and nationally, and other 
topics such as sound, heat, plumbing and light issues are also 
completed.  
 
 
Students will further develop practical and drawing skills they have built 
up during Junior Certificate Materials Technology (Wood) and/or 
Technical Graphics to enable them to accurately draw scaled building 
details, and design fine furniture pieces. Students will also gain 
invaluable practical life skills, enabling them to identify and solve basic 
household problems that become very costly when professionals are 
brought in. 
 
 
 
It is not essential that students who opt to study Construction Studies at 
Leaving Certificate level have previously studied MTW or TG. However, 
there may be a gap in skills and knowledge which will need to be 
bridged with hard work, fun, experimentation and determination. 
 
Possible career paths involving Construction Studies are as follows: 
• Structural Engineering 
• Quantity Surveying 
• Architecture 
• Heritage Studies 
• Plumbing 
• Electrical Engineering 
• Teaching 
• Design 
 
For more information please talk to Mr. O’Keeffe or Mr. Doyle. 

 
 

Design and Communication Graphics 
(DCG) 

 
Design and Communication Graphics (DCG) is the Leaving Certificate 
follow up to Junior Certificate Technical Graphics. The DCG syllabus 
however is a much more modernised and up to date version of its 
predecessor. The student assignment in particular demands much more 
hands on IT work from the students.   
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The Design and Communication Graphics course makes a unique 
contribution to the student’s cognitive and practical skills development. 
These skills include graphicacy/graphic communication,  
creative problem solving, spatial abilities/visualisation, design 
capabilities, computer graphics and CAD modelling. 
 
 
The core areas of study in DCG are: 
 
Plane & Descriptive Geometry  
• Projection Systems  
• Plane Geometry Conic Sections  
• Descriptive Geometry  
• Intersections & Developments of Surfaces  
 
 
Communication of Design & Computer Graphics  
• Graphics in Design & Communications  
• Communication of Design  
• Freehand Drawing  
• Information & Communication technologies 
 
The optional areas of study introduce students to graphic applications in 
the fields of engineering, science and the human environment. These 
optional areas of study are: 
 
• Dynamic Mechanisms 
• Structural Forms 
• Assemblies 
• Geologic Geometry 
• Surface Geometry 
 
The syllabus is offered at both Ordinary and Higher levels. While much 
of the content of the areas of study is common to both, the depth of 
treatment required at each level differs significantly. 
 
There are two assessment components: 
 
1. A student assignment (40% of the examination marks, of which CAD 
will form a significant and compulsory component) 
2. A terminal examination paper (60% of the examination marks) 
 
Note: Any student considering DCG at Leaving Cert level needs to be 
highly motivated; they should also have successfully completed 
Technical Graphics in their Junior Cert or completed a module for DCG 
in Transition Year. However, exceptions can be made for students who 
can demonstrate the necessary skills required at this level. 
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Engineering 
 
This subject is considered to be a ‘hands – on subject’ it involves 
working with tools and machinery to make a range of different projects. 
Over the space of two years students will develop skills which will 
enable them to research, plan, design and make scaled model projects.  
Examples of past leaving cert projects include: model snow mobile, 
model stock car, model truck, model tumbler (from batman trilogy) and 
students are currently working a model helicopter. 
 
Engineering also promotes an educational understanding of materials 
and knowledge associated with Mechanical Engineering. Students will 
study a range of topics, some of which include: welding, mechanisms, 
materials and their uses, lathe work, surface grinding, materials testing, 
design and manufacturing of 
components.

 
Students need to have studied at least one of the following: Metalwork, 
Technical Graphics or Woodwork for the Junior Cert in order to take up 
this subject. Alternatively, students who have completed the 
Engineering module for transition year would have the basics required 
to take up Engineering.   
 
Career Possibilities 
Engineering is useful for the following careers: Mechanic, Panel beater, 
Welder, Farmer, Plumber, Electronic and Mechanical Engineering, 
Architecture, Product/Industrial Design, Civil Engineering and any 
course which involves research, report writing and model making. 
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History 
 

History 
History aims to record and analyse the past. At Leaving Certificate level 
students will develop their independent and critical thinking, their 
research skills and their analytical skills. They will examine a range of 
sources – maps, political cartoons, public records, government 
documents and will learn to support their arguments with reference to 
these sources.  
 
 
 
While history at Leaving Certificate level is a broad extension of the 
topics studied in third year, it approaches the various topics in greater 
detail and explores other issues and events that occurred during that 
period. 
 
Topics 
The History Leaving Certification course is divided into European History 
and Irish History from the period 1815-1993. Students will study two 
topics from each and will do a research based study report on a 
significant historical subject, which they themselves pick.  
From the Irish section students will study: 
 
➢ Government, economy and society in the Republic of Ireland, 1949-

1989 – For the years 2018 and 2019 this is the compulsory topic. It 
is a document based study with special focus on the following case 
studies; ‘The First Programme for Economic Expansion’, ‘Impact of 
the EEC on fisheries’ and ‘The impact of RTÉ’. 

 
 
The second topic may be chosen from a range of fields of study 

including topics such as: 
 
➢ Movements for political and social reform, 1870-1914 – This looks 

at the Home Rule movement, Charles Stewart Parnell, the suffrage 
movement, unionism, the 1913 lockout and the formation of the 
GAA.  

➢ The pursuit of sovereignty and the impact of partition, 1912-1949 – 
some of the issues and personalities studied under this topic are 
the 1916 Rising, the Treaty negotiations, the Civil War, Michael 
Collins, Éamon de Valera and the impact of partition, the IRB/IRA 
and neutrality during World War 2. 

➢ Politics and society in Northern Ireland, 1949-1993 – this topic looks 
on the divisions that exist in northern Irish society and the historical 
context of those divisions. As part of the topic special focus is 
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placed on the Sunningdale Agreement, The Coleraine University 
controversy and the Apprentice Boys of Derry as well as the impact 
of the “Troubles”. 

 
 
 In the European section popular topic choices are: 
 
➢ Dictatorship and democracy, 1920-1945 – this topic looks at Europe 

during the rise of Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini. It looks at the society 
in Britain and France between the wars and the impact of World 
War II. 

➢ Nation states and international tensions, 1871-1920 – this topic 
looks at Germany, France, Russia and Italy and the internal and 
external issues faced by them during this period as well as the lead 
up to and the impact of World War 1. 

➢ The United States and the world, 1945-1989 – This topic focus on 
the domestic and foreign affairs faced by successive US 
governments. It includes the study of the Montgomery bus boycott, 
the Vietnam War and the cold war as well as looking at the space 
race and the American Dream.  

 
 

These are only some of the issues studied in each topic. Any student 
who would like more information can ask Ms. Tomkins (SF157). 
 
Assessment 
History is assessed at two different levels either Higher Level or 
Ordinary Level. Students complete a research study report and sit a 
written examination. The research study report is completed before the 
written examination. This is worth 20% of the final grade. 
Requirements 
Having studied History at Junior Certificate level is an advantage but is 
not a requirement. 
Career Possibilities 
Employers value critical thinkers, people who can produce focused, 
logical and supported arguments and independent, disciplined workers. 
Students who take History will learn to develop these skills. History is an 
excellent choice for students who might want a career in journalism, 
politics or government, especially in the area of diplomatic relations, 
tourism and heritage, archaeology, teaching, research and academia or 
law. 
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Classical Studies 
 

Classical Studies is the study of the civilisation of Ancient Greece and 
Ancient Rome. There is no classical language content it focuses instead 
on the study of ancient literary, historical, dramatic and philosophical 
works (in English translation), and it is also an exploration of various 
aspects of classical art, architecture, archaeology, sociology, mythology 
and legend. 
 
Topics: 
Students are required to study four topics over the course of two years. 
These are a mixture of Greek and Roman history, literature and art and 
architecture. The four topics chosen are: 
 
Alexander the Great.  
The major aim of this topic is a study of the character and achievements 
of Alexander as portrayed by his biographers, Plutarch and Arrian.  
 
Greek Drama 
(i) King Oedipus (Sophocles) 
(ii) Medea (Euripides) 
(iii) Prometheus Bound (Aeschylus)  
The major aim in this topic is to gain an appreciation of the achievement 
of the major Greek dramatists.  
 
Ancient Epic  
(i) The Odyssey (Homer)  
(ii) The Aeneid, (Virgil)  
A detailed knowledge of the story and of its major characters will be 
expected. There should be some understanding of the structure of the 
two works and an appreciation of the contrasting societies in which the 
works were written.  
 
Art and Architecture in Greek Society.  
The aim of this topic is to gain a good understanding of certain aspects 
of representative examples of Greek Art and architecture based on a 
general understanding of the techniques and development of the art 
forms studied. The role of these art forms in the everyday life of the 
people should be appreciated. 
 
Assessment: 
Classical Studies can be assessed at two different levels, either Higher or 
Ordinary Level  
 
Requirements: 
There are no requirements needed to study Classical Studies. 



33 

 

 
 
Career Possibilities: 
Classical Studies encourages analytical thinking and independence of 
thought. It emphasises the development of the skills of research and 
essay writing. 
 
The following are a sample of the careers that the skills developed while 
studying Classical Studies are sought after: Researcher, Archaeologist, 
Archivist, Librarian Curator, Heritage Officer, Publisher, Diplomatic 
Service, Teacher, Lawyer, Journalist, Tourism, and Publishing. 
 
 
Teacher: Ms Tomkins – available to answer any further questions you 
may have – SF157 
 

 
Geography 

 
Assessment Breakdown:  
Written Examination 80% 
Geographical Investigation 20% 
 
What is Geography? 
 
Geography focuses on the world around us. It is a broad subject 
encompassing the study of the physical world, the human world and the 
relationships which exist between them. Students of Geography will be 
given the opportunity to learn about the patterns and processes in the 
physical world as well as human interactions and activities. All students 
will broaden their knowledge of the world around them as well as 
become more aware of their place as a global citizen.   
 
Geography at Senior Cycle: 
 
The Leaving Certificate course follows on from the Junior Certificate 
course in terms of the topics studied. However, at Leaving Certificate, 
these topics are covered in greater depth and detail. The course 
features optional elements allowing students to focus on an area of the 
subject in which they are interested.  
 
Course Content: 
 
Three Core Units: 
1. Patterns and processes in the physical environment 
2. Regional geography 



34 

 

3. Geographical investigation 
 
Two Elective Units (pick one): 
4. Patterns and processes in economic activities 
5. Patterns and processes in the human environment 
 
Four Optional Units (pick one; higher level only): 
6. Global interdependence 
7. Geo-ecology 
8. Culture and identity 
9. The Atmosphere-Ocean environment 
 
A significant proportion of the course (20%) is made up of a 
Geographical Investigation Report for which students will undertake 
fieldwork.  
 
 
Why choose Geography? 
 
Geography, being a broad subject, appeals to the interests of many. 
Being aware of the world around us is becoming increasingly important 
in this fast-paced society that we live in. It complements other subjects 
very well owing to the fact that it covers physical, social, environmental 
and economic patterns and processes.  
 
The subject utilises a great deal of skills and those acquired during the 
Junior Certificate are built on. There is also the opportunity to learn and 
hone new skills. Throughout the course, students will broaden their 
literacy and numeracy skills as well as their communication, 
interpretation, assessing and evaluating skills.  
 
Possible Careers with Geography: 
 
Geography lends itself to a number of career paths including; education, 
town planning, GIS, cartography, meteorology, sociology, politics, 
surveying, environmental assessment, tourism, transport and 
agriculture to name a few. TCD accepts Geography as a Science subject 
for entry into both the Science and Pharmacy faculty.  
 
Who might choose Geography? 
 
Geography is a subject open to anyone with an interest in the world 
around them. Anyone with an interest in the careers mentioned above 
should seriously consider undertaking it at Senior Cycle.  
Students wishing to take Geography at Senior Cycle must have studied it 
for their Junior Certificate. 
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LCVP 
 
Creagh College offered the Leaving Cert Vocational Programme for the 
first time in 2017/18. If there is sufficient demand it will proceed again 
in 2019/20. LCVP is designed to complement the traditional Leaving 
Cert with additional modules designed to prepare students for working 
life and/or Further Ed. In order to be eligible for participation in LCVP, 
students must take certain combinations of subjects. Also, students 
must take a Modern European Language (French or Spanish). If there is 
sufficient demand from students who do not plan to take French or 
Spanish to Leaving Cert but who are interested in taking LCVP, there is a 
possibility that we can organise a special language programme to meet 
the programme requirements for that group of students. 
 
LCVP is designed to enhance the vocational dimension of the Leaving 
Certificate. The programme was introduced in response to the 
challenges placed on Ireland’s education system by a changing work and 
business environment. The LCVP combines the academic strengths of 
the Leaving Certificate with a new and dynamic focus on self–directed 
learning, innovation and enterprise. 
  
The primary goal of the LCVP is to prepare young people for adult life by 
ensuring that they are educated in the broadest sense, with an ability to 
cope and thrive in an environment of rapid change. Participants in the 
programme are encouraged to develop skills and competencies 
fundamental to both academic and vocational success. 
 
 
Throughout the programme students are encouraged to: 
 

• Be innovative and enterprising 
• Take responsibility for their own learning 
• Adapt to changing circumstances 
• Evaluate data and devise solutions to problems 
• Communicate their thoughts and ideas effectively 
• Work with others as part of a team 
• Investigate and plan career options 
• Use information and communications technologies 
• Investigate local businesses and community enterprises 
• Learn from their experiences 

 
These skills and qualities are equally relevant to the needs of those 
preparing for further education, seeking employment or planning to 
start their own business. 
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The strong vocational focus of the LCVP is achieved by arranging Leaving 
Certificate subjects into Vocational Subject Groupings (VSGs) and 
through the provision of additional courses of study in work preparation 
and enterprise known as the Link Modules. 
 
If your son/daughter is interested in this programme they should: 
 

• Detach and complete the section of the enclosed form relating 
to LCVP and return to Ms. Peters by Fri Mar 29th.  

 
 

LCVP students’ Leaving Cert subjects MUST meet ONE of the following 
16 subject combination requirements:  
 
1. Construction Studies; Engineering; Design and Communication 
Graphics; Technology  - Any Two;  
2. Physics and Construction Studies or Engineering or Technology or 
Design & Communication Graphics; 
3. Agricultural Science and Construction Studies or Engineering or 
Technology or Design & Communication Graphics; 
4. Agricultural Science and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry;  
5. Home Economics; Agricultural Science; Biology - Any Two; 
6. Home Economics and Art (Design Option or Craft Option); 
7. Accounting; Business; Economics - Any two;   
8. Physics and Chemistry; 
9. Biology and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry; 
10. Biology and Agricultural Science; 
11. Art (Design Option or Craft Option) and Design & Communication 
Graphics; 
12. Engineering or Technology or Construction Studies or Design & 
Communication Graphics and Accounting or Business or Economics; 
13. Home Economics and Accounting or Business or Economics; 
14. Agricultural Science and Accounting or Business or Economics; 
15. Art (Design or Craftwork Option) and Accounting or Business or 
Economics; 
16. Music and Accounting or Business or Economics; 
 
LCVP students receive the same certificate as other Leaving Certificate 
students but their Certificate includes an additional statement of the 
results of the Link Modules. 
 
The Link Modules are recognised for points purposes by the Institutes of 
Technology and the Universities. The points are allocated as follows: 
  
Distinction = 66 points 
Merit = 46 points 
Pass = 28 points 


