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        Christmas Newsletter 2022             

December 2022 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Students and Staff, 

Welcome to our latest newsletter. It has been an incredible term with amazing achievements by staff 
and students in the sporting and academic arenas; just some of which you can read about in this 
newsletter. As always you can keep up to date with our school news through our Facebook page. 

Once again our students have excelled themselves both by their hard work, their positive attitudes 
and excellent behaviour this term. We are incredibly proud of each of them. 

We congratulate all of our students on successfully completing their Christmas (November) 
assessments. Reports will be published shortly on VSware. We would like to take this opportunity to 
wish everyone a safe, happy and peaceful holiday and a very Happy New Year 2023. 

Senior Management 

Important dates for your diaries 

1. Christmas Holidays: School will finish at 12.40pm on Wednesday 21st 
December and will re-open on Thursday 5th January 2023.  

2. Christmas Reports: We plan to publish reports for all students on 
Wednesday 21st December through your child’s VSware account under 
Assessments; Term Assessments. A reminder to you that behaviour notes are 
logged onto VSware under the Behaviour Tab. It is important that this is 
monitored regularly. As always if you are having any difficulties with accessing 
VSware, please contact our administration office who will help you. 

3. 2nd Year Parent – Teacher Meeting: Our 2nd Year Parent Teacher Meeting 
will take place, in person, on Monday 23rd January 2023 4.15 - 6.45pm. 
School will close at 3.45pm for all students. 

4. Whole School JCT Day for Staff: School will be closed for a full day on 
Tuesday 24th January 2023 to facilitate Junior cycle training for staff.  

5. Entrance Tests for Incoming 1st Years will take place on 24th January 
2023. A communication to our incoming 180 first year students will issue to 
families in the new year. 

6. Mock Exams: The 3rd and 6th year Mock Examinations are provisionally 
timetabled for the 1st to 9th February, inclusive. Mock Fees will be confirmed as 
soon as possible, and online payments will go live early in the new year. 

7. Bank Holiday: Monday 6th February. The school will be closed. 
8. February Midterm Break: Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 

inclusive. 
Housekeeping 

Positive Behaviour 

Over 4500 positive notes have been awarded to students since the beginning of the academic year. 
These notes range from excellence in academics to random acts of kindness. Well done to you all.  

Uniform 

Please ensure that all students are in the full school uniform as per our Uniform Policy. 

https://creaghcollege.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Reviewed-Uniform-PolicyMay-2021-for-web.pdf
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Christmas Events in Creagh 

We are delighted to have some of our Christmas activities return this year. Many thanks to all the 
students and staff who have been involved in organising these events. A special mention to our Music 
teachers, Ms. Sheridan and Ms. Travers, who have put a significant amount of work into organising 
these events.  

“12 Days of Christmas” 

Students from all year groups took to the stage every lunch break in the lead up to our Christmas 
holidays. This was a wonderful opportunity to showcase the fantastic abundance of talent that our 
students have in Creagh College. We had too many acts to name them all but suffice to say that we had 
a wonderful range of performances, from ukuleles to solo singing performances, to piano hits to 
drumming performances. Well done to you all for creating such a wonderful Christmas feeling in the 
school. 

9th December – “Christmas Markets” 

On Friday 9th December, our TY mini-company students had the opportunity to showcase and sell 
some of their fabulous and innovative products that they produced. The atmosphere in the school that 
day was fantastic with over 40 stalls set up on the day. Well done to Ms. Peters and Mr. Condren for 
helping the students organise this event.  
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16th December - “A Taste of Christmas” 

The Culture Club held its annual event ‘A Taste of Christmas’ today.  There were lots of different dishes 
represented on the day from all over the world.  A big thank you to Ms. Lisa Nolan, Mr. Ruairi O Broin and Ms. 
Jude D’Arcy and the Culture Club committee for helping to arrange this wonderful event.   

A Christmas jumper/non–uniform day was also held. Students and staff were encouraged to wear their 
Christmas jumpers and brought in €2 aid of two great organisations; The Irish Refugee Council and the RAPE 
Crisis Centre.  

 

 

19th December: “Bingo Loco – Creagh Style” 

This year we decided to organise a whole school activity where students will engage in a game of 
Bingo. Of course, sticking with tradition there will be some surprise performances on the day from 
both teachers and students. It is a non-uniform day for students however we encourage students to 
wear Christmas jumpers/attire for the day.   

 

 

Digital Leaders 

 

We are delighted to announce that our ‘Digital Leaders’ initiative is back. It is an initiative which forms 
part of our school's IT, Digital Learning, and Transition Year Programme. We are delighted to say that 
we have almost 20 Leaders from Transition Year, who have been very busy upskilling and training in 
areas of Microsoft Office, Hardware, Software and Digital Media. These young leaders support teachers 
using digital learning tools in the classroom, set up IT equipment and record and edit videos for some 
of our school’s social medial platforms. 
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Science Week  

Our Science Department has been busy working on developing learning experiences which promote 
student engagement and harness their creative and critical thinking. We are delighted to announce 
our collaboration with an Irish company called Arckit. These products empower our young minds 
through Architecture. We are the first secondary school in Ireland to introduce this initiative ‘Problem 
solving through Architecture’ to Transition Year and first year Science students. 

 

The science department are taking part in the BIG Idea! programme this year. With over 20 students 
taking part we look forward to viewing their projects that tackle sustainable and social issues. 
Through fun and creative lessons, this award-winning creative programme has been designed to 
empower our students with 21st century skills they need. 

 

 
Careers Fair and Study Week 

 
From the 21st –27th November, post-primary schools across the country marked College 
Awareness Week. This was a week for everyone to find out more about the fantastic 
Third Level education we have available here in Ireland. We found out that there is 
something for everyone whether it be studying for a degree in one of the universities; a 
PLC course in a Post-Leaving Certificate college, to starting your training in an 
Apprenticeship.  
Here in Creagh College, we held college awareness activities every morning in tutor 
class leading to further discussions in class with our friends and with our families at 
home.  
In addition to this, the Guidance Counsellors in Creagh College, Ms. Orla Travers and 
Ms. Jude D'Arcy, organized a college and careers day on Monday, 21st of November, 
starting with the College Fair in the afternoon. Our Senior Cycle students got the 
opportunity to speak to representatives from universities and colleges from around the 
country such as Trinity College, Dublin City University and University College Dublin 
to name but a few! Great conversations were had, and students even got a few goodies 
from the representatives on the day- always a perk! 
 
Later on that evening, our Career Information Evening was held for our 3rd-6th Year 
students. There were over 35 career representatives in attendance, speaking about what 
their job entails daily; how they qualified in that career area and many more golden 
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nuggets of information. We had a fantastic turnout of students and parents and there 
was a very palpable buzz of excitement to be felt. 
 
The Guidance Department would like to extend their thanks to all the students, 
parents and staff who attended these events and who helped immeasurably on the 
evening. As a school we are deeply grateful to the members of our school community 
who graciously gave of their time in sharing information about their careers to our 
students.  
 
'Have a dream. Have a passion. Know that there's no such thing as an overnight success.' 
 

 
 

 

 

 
School Self-Evaluation 
1.Homework Policy 
In our quest to promote excellence in education, one of our priorities this year is to 
focus on students excelling at homework. As a school we value the opinions of our 
school community, so after consulting with our parents, teachers and students, we are 
pleased to say that our Homework Policy has been updated and ratified by the Board 
of Management.  Amendments made as a result of the Homework Survey 2022 
include:  
 

• The value of feedback. Teachers are now using the 'Assessment; Class 
Assessment” tab of VSware. Class assessment results are recorded here, and 
parents receive an alert to say that a result has been uploaded.  

• There is a consistent approach to assigning and recording homework in the 
student journal. This will also support parental/guardian involvement as they 
have direct access to their child’s journal. 
 

• The value of homework as a study tool. Not only does homework develop a 
good work ethic, but it also reinforces the learning that has taken place. This in 
itself is a form of study. In addition to this, third year students have a lesson 



   

 

  6 

 

per week on Study Skills to help support them in various learning and revision 
techniques.  

 
Homework has a direct link to student attainment, and it is important that our students 
establish good habits in relation to Homework. We would ask parents and guardians to 
please continue to check your child’s VSware behaviour tab and check their journal on 
a weekly basis. 
 
2. Ethos 
 
This year Creagh College is working with Dublin City University and Educational 
Training Board of Ireland (ETBI) to evaluate how well our core values of; Excellence 
in Education, Care, Community, Equality and Respect, are lived within our school 
community. Parents, teachers, students and members of the Board of Management 
will be consulted in the new year in relation to these values. The results from this 
survey will help us identify any areas that our school community feel may need 
addressing. We would be grateful for your input into this survey. 
 

 

Extra-curricular Activities 

 

U17 South Leinster Hurling Champions 

Our u17 Hurling team were crowned South Leinster Champions after defeating Callan CBS on a 
score line of 0-10 to 0-7. This was the first time Creagh had played in the “B” division. This was a 
historic win for the school; the lads went one step further, winning the Leinster semi-final. Creagh 
played Heywood from Laois and won on a score line of 1-15 to 1-9.  

Creagh will contest their first-ever Leinster Final in Hurling on Tuesday December 20th in Emmets 
GAA Club, Bray at 2pm. We wish the players and their coaches, Mr. Ben Cowman, Mr. Liam Condren 
and Mr. Neil O’Loughlin, the very best in the Leinster Final. GO CREAGH! 
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Badminton 

Creagh now have an established Badminton team in the school. They play every Tuesday in the sports 
hall from 3.30pm to 4.30pm and everyone is welcome, regardless of ability. Badminton is a very 
enjoyable and inclusive sport, so if you haven't already tried it, feel free to come along any Tuesday to 
see for yourself'. Please see Mr. O’Connor for further information.  
 

 

 

 

Basketball; U19 South East Basketball Champions! 

25 teams competed for the Southeast Regional under 19s Championship from 6 different counties but in the 
end the final was contested between 2 schools from Gorey. Creagh College found themselves in a derby with 
Gorey Community School in a winner takes all game that was full of skill and pure emotion in Our Lady of 
Mercy Secondary School, Waterford on Friday 9th December.  
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Creagh were coming off their best performance of the season as they had defeated Edmund Rice SS from 
Carrick On Suir on Monday 5th December. However, the final turned out to be a different affair as the lads had 
to show a huge amount of character in the game. Creagh started well, roared on by a sizeable group of 
supporters from the school but found it difficult to find their rhythm. They led at the half by 3 points without 
ever really hitting top gear in what was a tense match. A poor end to the 3rd quarter saw Creagh down by 7 
with the game appearing to swing in the favour of GCS. However, the players heads never dropped, and the 
supporters never stopped cheering their team on.  

The team continued to try to play the type of basketball that had seen them undefeated in 8 games up until this 
point and with 4 minutes left in the game, they made their charge. Creagh had drawn level with 37 seconds to 
go with the game tied at 39-39. Brady Archer won 2 free throws to try to give Creagh their first lead since the 
beginning of the 3rd Quarter. Archer hit his fists and Chris Stedmond rebounded the second to put Creagh up 
3. A valiant defensive performance ensured that Creagh would hold on for the victory with the supporters 
streaming onto the court after the game had finished to congratulate the players on their heroic performance.  

There were too many brilliant moments form the match to go into, so you should probably watch the full match 
which is attached as a link below. Whether it was Archers clutch free throws, Matas Mazeika's unbelievable 
blocks, Hamish Murray and Chris Stedmond fantastic drives to the basket at crucial times or Fionn Kavanagh 
dominating under the boards there was much to admire in this performance. It was a performance full of skill, 
determination, and character. We, as a school, couldn't be prouder of this squad wonderful young men who 
have been working towards this goal for the past 2 years. 

 

Here is a link to the entire match: https://youtu.be/6zDn7R3u2Hw%3C/a 

As always, we would like to give a huge thank you to @TheStables, @Bodibro and The Parents Council for sponsoring 

our Championship winning Basketball team. 

Let's go Creagh, Southeast Regional CHAMPIONS!!! 

  

https://youtu.be/6zDn7R3u2Hw%3C/a
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Creagh Chronicle 
Exciting news... 

We are extremely excited as a school to announce that from now on our school newsletter will be 
published by Creagh’s very own newsletter team. The newsletter is called “Creagh Chronicle”. The 
newsletter is student-led and is made up of a team of students who are creative, imaginative, 
innovative and always go the extra mile to ensure that they inform the whole school community of the 
exciting events happening in our school. Doireann O’Hanlon is the Editor while Una Fae Flavin is 
sub-editor. We would also like to extend a sincere thank you to Ms. Christie who has done trojan work 
to get this team and newsletter established. We wish you all the very best of luck and cannot wait to 
see what you produce. 

Below are some articles that they have written. 

 

Education Minister Norma Foley comes to visit Creagh 

By Teegan Murphy & Taylor Larkin 

On Wednesday morning Dec 14th, Minister Norma Foley visited our Politics and Society students to answer 
some of their pressing questions.  

The Minister was greeted by Mr. Glynn and our Head Prefects, Christopher Stedmond and TJ Redmond. She 
was also greeted by the welcoming committee which consisted of two of our Student Union members, two 
pupils from our Culture Club and two journalists from our school newspaper.  

 

 

The Minister was then given a tour around the school before joining the Politics and Society students for a 
classroom discussion. Six students were chosen to ask the Minister questions about several, topical issues; 
ranging from the status of woman in public and private life and how that reflects the status of democracy in the 
country, to the housing crisis.  

The following are the issues that were addressed by the Minister: 
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• Issue 1: ‘The Status of Women in Public and Private Life and how this reflects the Status of Democracy 
in Ireland; Can you share with us your thoughts on how you feel the status of women in Ireland 
reflects the status of democracy in the country today? 

• Issue 2: “Housing crisis: Student Accommodation and Teacher Shortages; We know of students not 
being able to take up college places or commuting long distances because of accommodation 
shortages. It seems that the problem in teacher shortages is to a significant degree, also due to the 
housing crisis. Is the solution most likely to be found in consultation with the minister for housing and 
across multiple government departments.” 

• Issue 3: “Are there plans to ensure a study is carried out soon so that urgent action be taken to end this 
culture of stereotyping throughout the entire curriculum?  

• Issue 4: “25% bonus points for leaving cert maths.The growing up Ireland study 2020 also says the 
findings raise concerns for girls’ subsequent maths performance in a society where it is highly valued 
as an indicator of intelligence. Does this question raised in the Growing up Ireland study raise 
concern that the bonus points reinforce inequalities in education outcomes generally? And does the 
Minister for see that this practice will be abolished at any time in the future?” 

• Issue 5: “Religion and Irish education. Does the minister feel that religion still plays too strong a role in 
Irish education?” 

• Issue 6; “Section 62 (10) (b) of the Education act. Does the Minister for see the abolition of section 62 
(10)(b) of the education act which currently allows a school to give up 25% of available places to 
students based on the curriculum that their parents or grandparents attended the school?” 

After the discussion the students thanked the Minster. The students who attended got an insight on how the 
government is dealing with the issues at hand. It was a positive experience and very educational for the Politics 
and Society students.  

We are very grateful for the experience to talk to the Minister of Education and to personally hear her insight 
on the issues we brought forward to her.  

 

  

 

Schools of Sanctuary - Culture Day by Eva Dora, Transition Year student 

A sunny Friday afternoon marked the beginning of events in Creagh College for the school year. 
Culture Day, held on the 23rd of September, was an exciting and refreshing celebration of different 
cultures and traditions found in our school, in honour of Creagh’s recent earning of the “School of 
Sanctuary” title. 
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The event opened with a choir, a greeting of “hello” in a variety of different languages and a spoken 
introduction about the importance of celebrating different cultures and what it means to be a 
Sanctuary School. Throughout the afternoon, we saw an assortment of wonderful entertainment, such 
as some traditional Irish music, solos sung by students, a poetry recital, a ceremony of flags and an 
inspiring and moving speech by a Ukrainian guest speaker who had the audience captivated by her 
words and important message, “we are all humans. You are so important, powerful and you can 
change the world”. 

 As a School of Sanctuary Creagh College is “committed to creating a safe, welcoming and inclusive 
environment”, and I think it’s safe to say this is being achieved judging by all of the positive feedback 
we received from guests attending the event. 

 

 

History Lecture by Doireann O’Hanlon, Transition Year student 
On October 18th, UCD professor, Dr. Emily Mark-Fitzgerald, visited the school to 
teach a lecture about a Polish hero during the Great Famine. The Polish Embassy in 
Ireland organised the event. 

 
Dr. Emily Mark-Fitzgerald was interview by Doireann O’Hanlon after the event. 
“What caused you to become interested in Irish history and the Famine 
in particular?” 
She has worked on Famine history for 20 years and explains that, although she is not 
Irish, her own family’s migrant background has influenced her passion for migration 
and famine history. She explained further that the Great Famine has had far-reaching 
effects that can be seen beyond Ireland – for example Irish diaspora sharing Irish 
culture abroad. 
“Do you think that the migrant community has had an important impact 
on Irish history?” 
Dr. Emily Mark-Fitzgerald explained that yes, the migrant community has impacted 
Irish history. One example of this being Paul Strzelecki, and his great work helping the 
poor during the famine, whom the lecture was about. There are also lots of different 
cultural influences in Ireland and migration to the island has been happening for 
centuries, impacting Irish culture and history. 
“Do you think that Strzelecki who is called ‘a forgotten Polish hero’ is 
possibly not recognised enough?” 
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She says that Strzelecki is well known in Poland and also in Australia where he is 
remembered as being an “explorer”. 
However, he is not as well known in Ireland, despite his contribution to our Famine 
history. She notes that there is still a lot of work and research happening about the 
famine. 
“You mentioned working with primary sources in your lecture, how 
important is working with sources as a historian?” 
She explains that “a huge amount” of working as a historian is about finding evidence 
and traces from the past. These can come in the form of written records or oral 
history. Places like the National Library have  vast number of sources to help 
historians with their study. 

 
Posters about Paul Strzelecki were on display in the GP area for students to read 
about. The posters are now on display at the Gorey Library. 

 
 

 

 

Waiting for the Junior Cert Results 

By Úna Fae Flavin 

The 5th years in our school and all over the country have been under a lot of pressure in the past few 

months and without their Junior Cert results they are unsure about their choice of subjects that they 

actually want to do at senior level. I sat down with some of these students, who asked to remain 

anonymous, to gage how they were feeling about the lack of results. Please take note this interview took 

place before we received our results. 

  

1. Going into the Junior Cert, were you confident of the levels you wanted to take In 5th year?  
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Student A:  Yes I was, I knew which levels on every subject I want to do, well maybe maths, but then 

they talked about what's gonna be in the higher level and I was like I don’t know.  But then I thought if I 

actually study I'll succeed. So I took it and don't regret it at all. 

  

Student B:  I was quite confident with my level choices. I never really struggled to much in third year 

with the higher-level classes and the common level ones seemed like a breeze... I also wanted to stay in 

higher level for the extra points for a better college opportunity.  

  
  

2. After the exam did you have any doubts of your decisions about your levels?  

  

Student : The exams didn't change my opinion at all, some were more difficult than others however I 

never really struggled in them. I struggle sometimes with math's but I'm doing my best to improve those 

grades to try get to the grade I need.  

  

3. Has waiting for the results for so long made you doubt the Irish school system, its organisation 

and care for students?   

  

Student A:  Yes it has... they've delayed the results for nearly three months now and to be honest, I'll 

believe the results coming out on the 23rd of November when it happens. For now I actually want my 

results badly.  I want to know which subjects I should try harder in and which I can study easily.   

  

Student B:  Not really, no. I'm not in any rush for my results, and because of events that had happened 

to effect school and education within the past few years of course the leaving cert students were 

prioritised. I'm okay with waiting for the results to be returned.  

  

  

  

4. Do you think that you will change your levels after getting the results, if not do you think it is to 

late for that?  

  

Student A:  No, I like my levels and what classes I’m in. I like that I'm in the desired levels I want.  I’m 

actually ok in maths now like I'm understanding it more than I did before so I'll stay in my current levels 

and go higher for all the choice subjects.  

  

Student B:  If I do terribly in any of my higher-level subjects then I'll keep trying to improve my result 

and work harder with more study and hard work in classes, I'll try my best to stay in higher level and do 

my best to reach my best possible. 

  
  

 


